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By him 


do n him therewith. _ 


Saint Lager . de.; 
deſired to print the ſame; He that Sir Richard 
Mill, Mr. Hay, the Lord Palmerſton, 
ill Onſlow, Mi Butler, * ql Francis Ave 


That the Thanks of this Houſe be giyen e 
Reverend the Dean of CBicbeſter for The ge he 
preached Yeſterday before this Hou ſe at 


and that he be 


3 Mr. Den 


Matthew 1 vii. 15. 


X Beware of fa alſe. Prophets, which come to pas 
in Sheep s Cloathing, but inwardly they are 
denn W obves. 


FTER our bleſſed re bad inſtructed his 
. Diſciples i in the Doctrines and Precepts of that 
re Religion, which he came to eſtabliſh -in 


_ .,*::. have been to guard them againſt the Corrup- 
tions ** it by ſuch falſe Teachers, as he foreſaw there would 
ariſe amongſt them: Let no Man deceive you, ſays he, for 
Many falſe Prophets ſhall ariſe, and ſhall deceive many. Theſe 


Men he repreſents to them in the Text, under the Amiland 


of ravening Wolves ; 


n. that tho the 
and propheſy, and 


might preach 
many wonderful. 


Mord. in his 


Name, yet they would be —— a * — er and Diſpoſition, and 


carry on Deſigns quite contrary to his Goſpel: And there 
was the greater Occaſion for him, to lay open to his Diſ- 
ciples the real Purpoſes of theſe Corru pters of his Religion, 
becauſe of the many; Artifices they would uſe, in order to 
conceal them; ſuch as there was great Probability of their 
otherwiſe deceived by : They would come. to them in 
Sheep's Cloathing, i. e. in a fair Appearance of Purity and In- 
nocence, affecting a moſt ardent Zeal for the Honour of 
God, and an hearty Concern for the Intereſts of his Religion; 


when at the ſame Time, they would have no' other Mean- | 


ing in it all, than to corrupt them from the true Faith, and 
draw them away from the Simplicity, that ought to de in 


A2 Chriſtians, 


K* 


1 World; | his, next great Care ſeems to 
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the Truth, by falſe Teachers, 


D Prophets did ; corrupting the moſt Religion, both | 
Faith and Morals, under a "Pretcce! of: being more han 
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Py e & whit our Saviour intended W. the 
Coming and Character of theſe Folie 


fays he, 


Holineſs, prop 


* 


— „„ 


* * 
? 0 
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Words of the Text, to foretell to his Diſciples, both the 
Prophets, that when 
they re, of Jo they * might not be ry ed . Beware, 
of falſe Praphets,” which come to yon in " Sheep's 
Cloathing, but inwardly they are ravening Wolves. + | 
Was this Danger of being ſeduced, and drawn afide from 
to the Age wherein 
the Goſpel was firſt preached; to infiſt upon this Caution 
of our Bleſſed Saviour's, would be les neceffary : But if 
there are {till in the World a Set of Men carryi == * 
fame and by the fame Means, that Falſe 


religious; and with a ſeeming Intent to promote 
the Ends of the Goſpel, which are Righteouſneſs and trug 
Doctrines as Chriſtian, quite different 
we DO by Chriſt; and that 


from thoſe 


2 


Difipls Ge, thew' it ſure 
e of iſtian, to have an Eye | 
Workers 2 m8 ge in order to avoid, N he 
5s in, from the artful Tnfimuations of fuch crafty 'Men, who 


are perpetwally hing in wait to decerve - Him. To this End 
it is my 
4 pply the Character, der Meer Bere n os 


theſe! deceitful 


Fin, Toa 
of falſe Poe berg, to the Church of Nome. 
7 To ſhew the Reaſonablenefs of the Caution, he 
Ahnexes to that Character, thus underſtood and applied. 
—m then, to app ly the Character, our Saviour here gives 
N Proper, Tothe xt of Rome, end, 


* 


eee 1745. * 


doubt but the Perſons intended in this Character, 
were. the Scribet and 5: They fat in Moſjes's Senft. 
eee ing and ex- 
— —— of this 
— n Teal for 


0 cateſt. Qppolition to. us * | 
rarer of the: real real Farne hich the very N — 4 
ſo much Piety:: had among *cople.  T n 
were in the Eſteem of Men: 
They would 7 often, as ſeeming} to humble themſelves 
before God, and expreſs a juſt Senſe of their own Infirmities : 
They would give Aims frequently, and openly in the Streets: 


The Synagogue, and the Temple, were the Places they de- 
e e 6 Precanee they mugs lng Prone 
and a to be very fervent in true Devotion: They 
expreſſed the moſt Concern for the Honour of 
God, re ARES; IO 
Sea and Land to make. one: Pioſelyte. Gs: 

But notwithſtanding all 
Character ws, het den wer Un 


Camels ; + "Who 


- cuntd.ubiily the racy batt Things tb the worſt Bunpdd N 
falſe and monſtrous Expoſitions mate the Nerd hell of 


none Effet, and « the Obligation of the hig 
Duties: Who could: build the Tombs, and garniſb 2 S. 
pedchres of the Prophets, and pt inake:no Neuf to-ſhed 
the Blood of the Righteous : Who went in Sheep's Cloathing, 
bt were mary roving ng Wolves. And we learn from 


the * Jewiſh Hiſtorian, a Perſon no way . prejudiced againſt 
Ones" that this — At continued AO ons 


= al * Joſephus.de Rel Jud. Lid. wk Cap 35. 


p O 
# *% 
Ly * * 
| cI 
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Pretence of following 


Hmited, and it's" 


renouncing, 5 the Honours . 


— — r 


— — 


is long as their: Church and Mating continticedly ee 


never was wanting a Set of blind \Gealdna,: ho, under the 
tlie beſt 8 the 
wotſt and moſt extravagant! Crimes. tomubha0 c ¹j-di nig 
Such were the. 7aiſe Prophets of thoſe: Ages che firſt and 
principal Enemies of the Chriſtian Faith; and happy had 

IE bez fob al Chriſtians; if, ſince: that Time, no: grievous 
Wotoes had entered in n ſparing then Flock of 
Chriſti But the Church [of [Rome ins for many Ages too 


evidently and often too ſuoceſsfully; trod in their Steps. 


There the fame cruel” and implacable Spirit has appeared 
under the ſame Diſguiſe. For, : tho! the Cortuptions. of Hu- 
man Nature are endleſs and various, yet it's Powers are 
ns, even in 1:6f the 
ſame Kind. When any Iniquity. is carried to the higheſt! 
d itſelf, and folldw it's on 


Pitch, it can only copy: 
ginal. The moſt” Perſecutors muſt alw — 2 
oruelleſt and moſt refined Hypocrites — 


deceive, 
in order to deſtroy effectually. The buſy Emiſſaries uf the. 
Dice  -they Frofiaients in all the Methods of 
D they can eafily appear Righteous before Men, 
4 br Good Words and fair deceive the Hearts 
of 5 2 I we follow them to their 2 
ſhould imagine, by their ſolemn Profeſſions, that the e 
ns \ 


Life, but their innocent Enj „their very Acquaint- 
ahce with it: That theſe facred- Solitudes were. ſure Re- 


- tirernents-from the Contagion: of ill Examples, and the Im- 
8 of a: ſenſual. and profane World: That, by their 
Vows of Pov 


erty;; and vobintary Auſterities, they were the 


true Diſciples of a crucified. Maſter, whoſe e was” 


not of this World : That their only Buſineſs was to acquaint 
bene — and be at Peace. And beſides 1 
ko 


— ” 


Houſe of Commons, Vov. 5, 1745: 7 
8d Obſervers, of the ſeverer Rules, there are others of 4 
| freer Intercourſe with common Life, who appear to vt 
their whole Time divided betwixt Devotion and — 
to be inſtant in Prayer towards God, to make the Outgo Outgoings 
of the Morning and Evening praiſe Him, - and yet to 
equally diligent in doing good towards Men ; in cloathing 

the Naked, in feeding the Hungry, in viſiting thoſe that 
are Sick and in Priſon, and in miniſtring unto them: Works 
that are worthy to be had in Honour of all Men; and, 
when they are done out of true Charity, are holy and acce 
able in his Sight, who has told us, that if we have' done 
them to tbe 4 * 8 his Brethren, we hank 3 A ww | 
uno bim. 5 
But above A ring che Eſteem of le becanife 
it arent e Nr of All, is that Zeal for 
God, that earneſt Concern for Religion, and: that Charit 
for the Souls of Men; which the Members of that Church 
appear to have. How active and unwearied are they, in 
endeavouring to reconcile others to the Boſom of it? What 
Profeſſions do they make, that they ſeek not your's, but 
you? Saying, like the great Apoſtle, Brethren, ' our/' Heart's 
Deſire, our Prayer to God is, chat ooo ot "alſo may be 
ſaved, and come to the —— Truth. To 
carry on this A; pearance, are in Journeying often, in 
Perils N. a in Perils by the Heathen, 8 in , and 
Painfulneſs, in Thirſt and Hunger, and compaſing Sed and 

Land to make one Freſehte.. 1 
But if moſt of all this, is a Shew of Holineſt withodt. the 
Subſtance of it; if theſe Places of Kong, ry Retirement are 
Nurſeries of Bigotry and Superſtition; if they uce ſuch 
Peſts of Society, as exceedingly trouble: every - State” and 
Kingdom, and are really a Difgrace to Human Nature'; 
ou can never lead us to — holy and acceptable and per- 
tet 


A Fru preach 2 ore the. 


fe Will of God, Which is our reaſogable Ferries IE this 
Teal degenerates into Rage and Cruelty ; 2 
are irregular, it's, Frinciples  unchatitabley, and it's End - 
preſſive and abotminable; it can never he ſerviceable to 
. Good of Souls, or the ſts of true Piety; If this holy 
Flame, which ſhould warm our own. Breaſts, becomes a 
devouring Fire, and lays Waſte, not only the Corners of 
Moab; but the Sandivariea, of Jſrael; it is not a Seal for 
che Glory of the Lord of Hoſts; that can do this,.,, The: Zeal; 
like the} Wifdom; that it from above,” is pure und peaceable, 
full of „ and good Fruits, without. Partiality, | without 
Aypocriſy, But we — theſe Zealots, whence. they are: 
We know them, as we have Reaſon to know them, and as 
our bleſſed Lord directe us to judge of them, not hy their 
Profeſſions, but their Fruits. And by this Evidence, we 
mould beware of them a8 falſe Prophets,” who, under the 
Cover of Sheep's Cloathing, would deſtroy every thing 
that is dear and valuable to us. We of this Land have eaten 
of theſe Fruits, till (as Job expreſſes it) the Loud Cries aut 
again them, and the Furrows thereof e 
trines direct them to fubyert all Liberty, « | 
ous ; not only the juſt Claims of Society | 
but the original inherent Rights of Human Nature itſelf, 
For if we have a natural Right to any thing, it is to the 
Freedom. of Conſcience, and the Liberty of judging for our- 
ſelves in ſuch Matters, as are of infinite Moment and Con- 
cern tous. That any Man, or Number of Men whatſo- 
ever, ſhould have an abſolute Dominion over our Faith and 
Practiee, is utterly inconſiſtent with the Nature of reaſon- 
able The Will of God can be the only Rule of 
Faith, and Meaſure of Obedience, which we can entirely 
and implicitiy ſubmit to: The Duty of this Submiſſion 
oy of the * 


/ b 3 


Houſe of Cn, Nov." 5 1745. 
4 J (if there be am Metit in our bounden Duty). from the 
Freedom of our -own Minds, that we can judge for Our 
ſelves; and act ſteadily and fincerely according to that judg- 
80 the Apoſtle directs the Corintbians, ſpeak- 
ing of their ſubmitting to idolatrous Worſhip, and Human 
Impoſitions, for the Sake of their own Safety, J ſpeak, ſays 
he, unto wiſe n (i. e. to Men capable of diſcerning 
what their was) judge ye what: I ſay : He ſuppoſes 
them capable of judging of the Guilt and Danger of this 
Practice; and ſhall we ſubmit to Impoſitions | of the ſame 
Nature without judging of them? Impoſitions that have this J 
additional and peculiar Aggravation, of deſtroying: the very - 
Engg les of Liberty, and the Exerciſe of all Judgment in 
| e are called uno Liberty ; Feſus Chriſt himſelf has aſſur- 
ed us of it: He reproves the Phariſees for not uſing their 
_ own Judgment; Te Hypocrites, why even of prot > A judge 
ye not what is right ? We are commanded to try the Spirits, 
whether they be if God, becauſe many falſe Prophets are gone 
aut into the World. 80 far is the Goſpel from ſuppreſfing, 
or abridging our Chriſtian Liberty, that if an Angel from 
Heaven was to preach any other Doctrine, we have Rea- 
> fon. to reject it. And _ what juſt Indignation therefore 
_ ſhould we ſee theſe falſe Prophets, endeavouring to bind ſuch 
Burthens upon us, as are grievous fo be born, and to 1 
us again in the Yoke of Bondage! BE 3 
But what Wonder i is it, that the particular Claims > pri- 
vate Men, which are too often but Reebiy ſupported, ſhould 
be invaded by ſuch Practices, when the Eſtabliſhments of 
Society, — 5 the juſt Rights of Sovereigns themſelves, are, 
deſpiſed and uſurped by them? Nothing will fatisfy; theſe 
Men, unleſs the whole Earth is their's, and the K ngdoms 


of it: A Perſons m fall down before them, all Fo 5 ak 
muſt do them Service. It is a well-known Doctrine of their 
Church, that all Princes, ercommu nicated by the See of 
= B Nome, 
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| 10. | - A StRMON n preach 6 — be 


tho it: has been thought proper, not to affert it ſo 


n 


Rithie; en be deprived os dpd their Subjects. Abi 
What a terrible Devaſtation a Doctrine made in 
the Chriftian World? What Nation is there, that has not 
Reaſon to look back with Horror, upon the Seditions, 


Rebellions, Confuſions, Maſſacres, occaſioned by it? And 


ly, as in ſome former Ages, and to diſguiſe, or. difſemble, 
the Odium of it; yet it ſtands, as their other Doctrines 
ſtand, upon the Authority of * Canons and Caſuiſts; and 
what is more, upon the infallible. Practice of the Popes 
themſelves: It ſtands unrepealed, to be revived and con- 
firmed again, at a proper Opportunity: Whenever it is ex- 
pedient, it will e become lawful: If their former 
Conduct is any Rule of judging of their future Actions, they” 
want not the Inclination, but the Power to ſupport it. And 
at preſent .in the ſacred Offices of their Religion, at the 
moſt folemn Seaſons, when our Church is, with-true Chriſ- 
tian Charity, praying for the Converſion of all i, Turks, 
Infidels, and Heretieks, they are ſtill ch out Ana- 
E againſt all Prinecs, not of their Communion ; - whoy * 
by on this Sentence, become declared Here- 

n H any deſperate Aſſaſſine ſhould deſtroy: * 


wang it is ſo far from being criminal, "nu "with: WEN 


| is 4 Chriſtian Duty, and doing God Service. 


Such is the Nature of their Doctrines; and = to men- 
tion the cruel and final Deſolations they have made, in the 
3 of other Countries. How deeply have 
2 the Influence of theſe Doctrines, in our 
to. make all the Inhabitants of it 
_ -fremble 8 being brought into Subec- 
tion to a Popith Prince, and to put us upon our Guard a 


ſt an eee from that Q arter, which 
2 every Reign, from the Reformation to this Pax. 


nel La- B em ch Domini, a 


———————ĩö⅛3iö —ę—- — uõ. 


Houſe of Commons, {Vov. 5; 1745. id 


In Queen Time, in that Plenitude of Powe, | 
Spex pat on — Form, and was cen in it's true 
Character: How much was a Womam, of a very pious Di 
poſition, abuſed by the falfe Zeal of am uncharitable” and 
Religion? What Cruelties were committed by 
x? It was not content without Sacrifices, and has 
leſt the Monuments of it's Piety, as the Phariſees of old did, 
Rtairied with the Blood of Martyrs: 
In the next Reign, we fee che fame Meaftires 

openly, and without Diſguiſe; was contin pour” 
ing forth Bulls, Anathemas, Depofitions, which (Thanks be 
to God) it wanted Power to execute; tho it armed the moſt 
 Hrmidable Power then in and the Pope, in the moſt 
folemn Manner, dlefſed the great and inhuman ' Preparations 
made us. FP 
The two ſucceeding Princes were, by a falſe Policy; en 
deavouring to ſoften this untelenting Spirit: They treated 
all the Members of the Namiſhi Communion with Har 
Lenity, and many of them with Marks of Confidence and 
Honour. But to what Purpoſe was the Waſte of all theſe 
Favours? What Returns of Gratitude for fuch 
Witneſs the Treaſon of this Day in one of thoſe Reigns, and 
chat moſt I doth in the other. The Infarriy 
of this moſt inhumanCrnelty; (the Cracky of deſtroy ing wan- 
tonly and in cold Blood 4 1 50,000 Sofils) was thrown 
upon the King, and muſt contribute equally, with all the 
other Odiums raiſed againſt him, towards aten his De- | 
ſtruction. | 
After the Reſtoration, the new and viſible Hop 
Ropiſh Succeſſion produced new Meaſures: The Wange | 
of that Intereſt then took the Way directly oppoite to dei 
old Practices; inſtead of raifing and fanckifying Rebellions, 
they were on a ſudden for preaching up the Divine Right 
of Kings, and indefeaſible Succeſſion ; They turned their 
Re Thoughts 


83 


7 EL Nö — before the. 


| ptr that the Claims of it are; 8 to a free 
People. Their great Buſineſs, ſince that Time, has been 
to improve our Party Diviſions, and to profit by them; 
Their avow'd' Pretences now, are only a Zeal for, w 
they call, the old Conſtitution, tho“ the Leaven of — old 
Religion is ſtill at the Bottom of it. Theſe Projects, as un- 
reaſohable as they may ſeem to be, and as terrible in their 
Canſequences as certainly are, have been attempted in 
every Reign, 2 Though by the good 
Providence: of God, they have always. been defeated. ;.and 
bis Arm ts not ſhortened, that it cannot ſave : But if We are 
ſtill a People, endeavouring to deſerve s Bleflings, by mak- 
2 uſe of them, He 13 the ſame God, 
: continue them to Us, and-our Poſterity.. 

From what has been ſaid then it is but too evident, 1 
very nearly the preſent Teachers of Popery reſemble, both 
in Principle and Practice, and how directly they tread. in 

the . of the fagſe Prophets, in the primitive Times: 
Introducing into the Chriſtian Religion the ſame Corrupti- 

ons, and carry n eee 
I proceed n 
Secondly, to ſhew how. very reaſonable. and. proper the 
Caution, which our Saviour here gives his Diſciples, is for Us 
of the preſent Time: To — of falſe Prophets, who 
come to us in Sg s Cloathing, but inwardly are en 
8 Holves. And, 
Hir, One Conſideration, LD ſhews — 4 "the. Rea- 
0 5 of this Caution is, that fair Speeches and Profeſ- 
fins, a ſeeming Concern ſor our Intereſt, and Zeal for our 
e are > very apt t to gain Credit with us. For the m- 
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ral Via of Spereh, 8 our Minds to one another, 
Which without: are inaccefible; and impenetrable. 
To diſcloſe our — and for the Advance 
ment and/Diffſufon of Knowledge of all Kinds; and for the 
Improvement of the Comforts: of Life in all it's various Parts ; 


this is the natural Uſe and End of 8 And there is a 
certain Aptneſs and Diſpoſition i in our Minde, to believe 


what is at any Time ſexiouſly; affirmed to us, eſpecially when 
ſuch Affirmations come attended with the heartieſt Profeſ- : 
- Hot of Good;/Will to us, and. 10 al¹ that concerns 1s, 
As well the Intereſts of our Souls as Bodies ; not to give Cre- 
dit in ſuch Caſes, is extremely difficult It is oppoſing, a 
Tune and Diſpoſition, that Providence, ; has, graciouſly 
implanted in uss fer the mutual Comfort, . and Hap- 
panels of the Human Race. "Now, RIO the. Uſe of 
Specrh. 10 far, as to: ſay one Thing and, deſign, another, 
g 204 ge Wimde noith, the Mouth, 5 at. the fame: Time 
to curſe 2 the Heart, to abuſe che natural Diſpoſition of 
Mankind, te believe, and Jooſt to the Words and Neri 
13 of each other; all this, is ſo very monſtrous an Abi 
| that, were the Practice general, Mankind had: better be — 2 
out the Faculty itſelf,. * have it on ſuch Terms. If then, 
notyyithſtanding the manifeſt Impiety, of ſuch an Abuſe of 
Speech and. Faith, as fruſtrating the gracious Deſigns of 
Providence, in, giving them both to us, there are Men in 
the World, as we know there are, Who think it an arent 
Thing and. lawful, nay, / meritorious with God, to 
us; to treat us, chat 1 may give it the ſofteſt Turn, —— 
or Children, to be impeſed. upon for our Good, and to 
take upon themſelves the Care of all our Properties, our 
Souls and Bodies, againſt our Wills; This is ſurely a very 
ſufficient Ground for our Saviour's Caution in, the Text, to 
beware of ſuch falſe Prophets, ho plaufible and fair ſoever 
their outward A ppearance, their Frafetlions and Promiſes, 
| may 


* 5. n | * e — þ 
of bir Baviour's Cantion, to" ies oats 
7, "theſe" of the | 2 


and ourſelves out oftths 
of lch violent and cruel r Fr how wilt —2 Reach. 
able to perſuade us to believe alk the groſs 2 
der Church, "their Impietics to God): and 
Common Senſe ? Shall we throw away e 
F tr 


| Gronpds ef our Religion? Whilſt we de 0 
e God? Tn 


led upon to Pray to Saints and Angels and 

Fire them a Kind of and Omniſcience, oe 
ncommunicable Attributes of the ſuprem 

that beareſt the Prayer, wMto-thee ſhall all Pleſh' comec Te 


| believe the Infallibility of any one Man, or Aſſer of 
Men, is a impoſſible for him, who conſiders What 
| ve cannot believe all theſe,” and the 


Man is: And 
- # ® 4a 
a, af 507 
£ A. f f — | 4 4 
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like icies of the Rome Church, ſhalweyive ons! 
l and fay we do belleve then? Shall we af. 
front the Majeſty of God, and be prilty of Idolatry, by pay. 
ing-that Worſhip to Saints and Angels, which- we are 
ſuaded is doe to God only? Heer, O Hfael, the Lad. 
Gol #4 ane Zard, end therefore thou ſhalt wor ſhip the Lo hy 
ſhalt thou ſer ve. Shall We ſtil 
W Si and after out Impictics againſt God paſs on t6 Out. 
rages againſt Men; for this tov will be demanded: of us? 
Shall we afhſt in perſecuting, -impriſoning, and even mur 
dering thoſe who acknowledge not theſe and -3 
Abſardities, and ſpare neither Friend or Parent, nor C 
nor Country, nor Al theſe rogethet, W l a 4 8h 


crifice of all our and: natufal Affections to their 
cruel Religion? If we carinot bring ourſelves to do alt this, 


if our Reafon, our Religion, out Humanity andt natural Af 
feckions will not fuffer us to do this, to others, ſhalt wre 
tamely ſuffer others to do it to ourſelves? This trideed: is! | 
the more eligible of the two: . It is better to ſuffer Violence, 
than to commit it; better to loſe out on Lives unjuflfy, * 
than unjuſtly to take the Lives of ethers from ther,” Btit, 
God be praifed, we ate not yet reduced to this fad Dilerr- 
ma. If we. do but ſtand upon our Defence, and ufe the: 
Means for our Safety,, which Providence has put imo out 
Hands; if we ate but careful fo to yttard onrſ(elves: againft 
the fair Pretences and Promiſes of theſe falſe Prophets of the 
Church of Nome, as not to be deluded by them; . 3 
yet be ſaſe. And we have furely the greateſt Reaſbn to be 
thus careful: For what elſe is of our Care; if ur 
Properties, our Eiberties, and Lives are not? What elfe, 
except our Souls? They indeed are of too ptecidus 4 Na- 5 
ture, to be ſubjected to the Fer of any Mortal: Wem 
Man has killed "he Boiy, there is mw more that he can db; the 
Soul wilt ſurvive his D an inacceſſible, immortal Be- 

Ito, 


tion. 3 7 e 


135 poſſibly . ſhe can, g ſhe will purſue this inunortal! 
tat wes and E ee and, Paſs Sen- 
* on it gf. eternal Torments. in n arti e e 
ere, it is. very told by the 

are fictitious) 


for the Church 
8 — — ded hy he 


only ppear terrible, . 
dit: 5 in no ſuch 5 1 "4 as- 
we are e and. that all Our Fears of this ſort are 
without I 13 e they never been known to 
; guilty, any or iniquitous Proceedings - 
2 598 05 * m them; no Diſcovery of = 
| tended. ib be done. 221 them, 


2 


molt Wick 
N dad 
. Notoriouſn i: the F by leave us — 

A moſt g Attempt to deſtroy tl Hp, 5 Ty Pat Race, 
the Lords, and Commons of this 1 in one general 


Slaughter, and thereby to cut off at once, both the preſent 
Support, and A uke, Hopes of our . W and N- 


| Nee not 10 be i | that þ ed” are "born: more . 
vage, or that they are —— — of more cruel Diſpoſitions, 
: 1 95 other Men; 29915 therefore I would not here. be thought, 
upon every ſingle Member of the Ramiſbꝰ Church 
the Gu t of theſe. and = 


Lenity, and Mildneſs of Temper and Diſpofition, may be 
able to over-rule the Principles of their Religion, and make 


oo? in Reality much better, than they are cither inclin'd, or 


allowed 


af Em - Rome even in this on | 


like. inhuman - Practices: Some, 
no doubt, there may be amongſt them, in whom a natural 


if! 


ſty's . Crown and Ki 
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. Principles: But to hew- to what « 
ang Pitch of Wickedneſs, Men, that are actuated ſole- 
na y the Principles of this Religion, may arrive; tlle prin- 
ipal Authors ant Conductors) of this acturſed Conſpiracy, 
inſtead: of: rel zin their Minds, or expreſſing any fort 
af Remorſe, for the Guilt: they had contracted by ſuch. a 


villainous Undertaking, made a 2 Merit of this black Deſign, 
and were: only ſary tex 


had failed in the Execution of it: 
Witneſs: thoſe! remarkable Words of one of the chief Con- 
triyers. of this horrid Plot: * In how full Joy; fays He, 
„ ſhopld; L die, if P could do any thing for the Cauſe which 
L love more than my Life.” 

When therefore we have had ience; and ſten in the 
paſt Examples of former Ages, wha Miſchief theſe our in- 
veterate Enemies of the Church of Rome have always intend- 
ed, if ever they ſhould be able, to bring upon us; it is ſure- 
ly nothing more, than what” common Prudence dlrects to, 
to be awake, and upon our Guard them. with 
to God, we had only the Examples of former Times, to 
inſtruct us to ſet a Guard upon ourſelves, and make us cau- 
tious againſt the wicked Deſigns of theſe declared Enemies 
to our Religion and Government. But the of this 
Caution is now: as viſible- as ever, from the horrid and un- 
natural Rebellion they have raiſed; and are ſtill eagerly 
on, in favours of a :Popiſh Pretender- to his Maje- 
For, ſhould'it happen to ſuc- 
cced,. and their preſent inſolent Attempt prevail, beſides the 
Danger which it threatens to tlie Lives and Properties of 
particular- Perſons, what- Security have we for the Conti- 
nuance of our Conſtitution itſelf ? What can we expect upon 
ſuehea Change, but to have the Rights, which we have 
hitherto enjoyed, extorted from us, our Religion and Laws 
— am and to be reduced to a Condition the moſt pre- 


carious and contemptible, under the Government of blind 
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2 Zeal, 


DE 


N. 8 ERMON x Preach d 12 the 


a — 


21 5 by unkimited EY This, Err 
teaches us, is what always has been, and, as we have © all 
the Reaſon in the World to think,” i what unavoidably 
muſt be the Conſequence of ſetting a Popiſh Princeupon the- 
Throne of theſe Kingdoms, arid A herab putting Power into 
the Hands of thoſe, who N never wanted wil to perle-" 
eute and enſlave us. 
If then we have any Coden for that which is, or 0 nt 
to be the deareſt to us, as a Proteſtant and Free . e 


if we are at all ſolicitous; to avoid that terrible Train of 


Evils, which are the ſure Effects of Popery, and which 


we, no more than our Forefathers, ſhall be able to bear; 
or, if we have any Senſe. of Gratitude to our gracious So- 
vereign, for that tender Regard he has ſo long and ſo reli- 
giouſly paid to the Rights of all his Subjects; it highly 
becomes us on all theſe Accounts to exert | ourſelves / in this 
dangerous Juncture, for the Support and Preſervation of his 
ficred P on and Government. This our Duty and our 
Intereſt qually require of us, as being the only Means we 
have, r God, of preſerving our Country free from Ty- 
ranny, our Lives from nme and our Souls from Su- 
perſtition and Idolatry. | 
It is theſe ſacred Things then, our Religion and Liberty, | 
which are now at Stake, and which, if ihe þ preſent impious - 
Attempt ſhould take Effect, muſt inevitably be deſtroyed : 
Let us therefore with a Spirit and Reſolution, that becomes 
us in this Time of Danger, unite together our moſt vigo- 
rous Endeavours, to d theſe our natural and invaluable 


Rights and Privileges, and to preſerve "the preſent happy 
Eſtabliſhment, which can alone ſupport them. 


But above all Things let us remember, that it is not our own 


Strength and Wiſdom, how great ſoever, from which alone 
we are to expect Succeſs; but from the Favour and Aſſiſt- 
ance of God, the ſupreme L Lord of the whole World: That 


it ew 
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it is He that k the Governance of all Events in his own 
Hands, and whatſoever pleaſeth him in Heaven and in 
Earth. . | 2 


To Him therefore, our moſt gracious and merciful God, 


let us addreſs ourſelves with all Humility, by Prayer and 


Supplication, for his Direction and Blefling, Let the Re- 
membrance of the many and great Mercies he has formerly 
vouchſafed to us, create in us ſuch a due Dependence up- 
on his Providence, accompanied with ſuch a fincere Obe- 
dience to his Commands, as may render us ſtill fit Objects 
of his Care and Regard, Let us ſeek God diligently in our 
Diſtreſs, committing both ourſelves and our Cauſe t him in 


well- doing; and then, we are aſſured, he will be fornd of 


us for our Preſervation and Defence. Then the ſame Al- 
mighty Ruler and Diſpoſer of all Things, to whoſe Provi- 
dence we owe, and ought always with Thankfulneſs to ac- 
knowledge, our Deliverance from this Day's Conſpiracy, 
will, we may confidently hope, continue his watchful 
Care of us in our preſent Neceflity, and to the End of the 
World. | 

To Him, the One only living and true God, the mighty 
Shield and Deliverer of all them, that-in the Way of 
Piety and fincere Obedience, do firmly believe and truſt in 


him, be Glory, and Honour, Thankſgiving, and Praiſe for 
ever and ever, | | 
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